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Man charged for peddling
FRANCE NYAKA

A FOREIGN national arrested by the
Hawks at the weekend, allegedly in
possession of drugs with an estimated
street value of R63 000, was remanded
in custody by the Evander Magistrate’s
Court on Tuesday.
More Ojike Agafie, 48, was ordered to
appear in the same court next Monday
on a charge of dealing in drugs pending
a formal bail application.
The suspect was arrested on the
spot after the vehicle he was travelling
in, from Standerton to the eMbalenhle township near Secunda, was

stopped by the police.
The authorities discovered drugs
inside the vehicle, Hawks provincial
spokesperson Capt Dineo Sekgotodi
said. He said the suspect’s arrest
occurred through a tip-off.
“Information was received about the
suspect who was transporting drugs.
The members acted swiftly and the
vehicle was spotted and pulled over.
Upon searching the vehicle, two clear
plastic bags containing 210g of uncut
kat valued at R63 000, three cellphones
valued at R4 500 and the vehicle valued
at R30 000 were confiscated,”
francen@thenewage.co.za

ANC confident as party
gears up for by-elections
FRANCE NYAKA

THE provincial leadership of the ANC
has voiced their confidence of success
ahead of the by-elections scheduled to
take place in ward 15 of the Bushbuckridge local municipality – as well as
Ward 10 of the Nkomazi local municipality.
ANC provincial spokesperson Sasekani Manzini said the by-election dates
would be issued by the Independent
Electoral Commission.
Manzini said Ward 15 remained
vacant after the councillor, who was
deployed by the Bushbuckridge Residents Association, the minority party
in Mpumalanga’s provincial legislature,
was arrested and sent to prison.
Manzini also said an ANC councillor
in the other ward had died and the post
was left vacant.
IEC provincial spokesperson Sibusiso Nkosi said the by-elections in the
Nkomazi local municipality would be
held on September 27.
Nkosi could not confirm the date for
the by-elections in Bushbuckridge.
The ANC has no doubt it will win the
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by-elections.
“As it is expected, the ANC, together
with the people, will field ward candidates in both wards with the aim of
winning these wards and strengthening our service delivery machinery,”
Manzini said.
“We have instructed our election
structures to start preparing for these
by-elections by engaging our communities on the good work the ANC has done
over the years.
“But importantly, we listen to our
people’s concerns and respond to them
as speedily as it is practically possible,”
Manzini said.
francen@thenewage.co.za

MEC voices his concern

Speedy Mashilo says the sale of RDP houses is one of the big problems they are faced with
FRANCE NYAKA

THE unacceptable behaviour of allocating RDP houses to illegitimate
beneficiaries in the Govan Mbeki local
municipality are among the issues
brought to the attention of the human
settlements provincial authorities.
The local municipality with its council
sitting in Secunda encompasses areas
like Embalenhle, Bethal, Evander, Leslie
and Kinross.
Human settlements MEC Speedy
Mashilo voiced his concern regarding
the unlawful delivery and selling of the
RDP shelters during a meeting with the

local municipality’s leadership this week
following complaints from the residents.
Mashilo said such conduct would not
be tolerated and should come to an end
since as it was hindering the department’s mission to house people with
dignity and root out corruption.
“The local municipality exposed a
myriad of challenges bedevilling human
settlements development in the municipality.
“The lack of serviced land, mismanagement of beneficiary lists and the
disconcerting practice of allocating
houses to non-qualifying beneficiaries
are among the acute issues affecting

the municipality.
“The department is still grappling
with many challenges of illegal occupants in some of the government’s low
cost houses, land invasions and the
selling of houses, among other things,
councillors must ensure that community
concerns are addressed,” Mashilo said.
He said it was also discovered that
houses were allocated to young people
who still had the power to buy houses for
themselves. The houses should be provided to prioritised beneficiaries such
as the elderly, child-headed households
and those living with disabilities.
“I cannot be excited to see many

of these young girls occupying these
houses while an elderly person or persons living with disabilities are constantly found in the queue looking for
houses.
“The department has its policies
which guide every one of us of the prioritisation of these services and that
cannot be violated,” Mashilo said.
Govan Mbeki local municipality’s
mayor Flora Maboa-Boltman said: “We
are grateful that the department is willing to assist us and what we will do is
ensure that we work as a team to make
this happen.”
francen@thenewage.co.za
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POLOKWANE:

Metallurgists urged
to impart their skills
MONTSHO MATLALA

METALLURGISTS can play critical
roles in sustaining mining jobs in mining operations by imparting and sharing skills across generations in their
profession.
This was emphasised by the Mine
Metallurgical Managers Association’s
(MMMA) northern district during its
regional meeting in Polokwane recently.
Palabora Mining Company (PMC)
manager for vermiculite business John
Makgatho called on young metallurgists
to join MMMA so they could share their
experiences and learn from their older
colleagues to ensure skills and knowledge continuity.
“The critical thing that can help this
process is for older metallurgists to
continue documenting their work and
research to ensure future metallurgists have reference point to improve
on issues in the industry,” Makgatho
said.
He said metallurgists had a critical
role to play in ensuring mines come up

with sustainable projects that can save
costs and ensure jobs sustainability.
Tumi Molapo, former MMMA vicepresident, told the meeting that for the
association to continue adding value to
the mining industry, it should increase
membership and that members should
identify problems in mining and devise
appropriate solutions.
“Due to fluctuations in commodity
prices, mines can no longer rely on
surviving on their products and commodities so need to focus on processes
to save costs and prevent job losses,”
Molapo said.
Simon Tekane of PMC concurred that
energy saving was indeed vital for sustainability and cost saving.
“Our energy saving project was
initiated in 2014 in partnership with
Ensight Solutions with the ultimate aim
to optimise the vermiculite plant to save
costs.
“As a result has PMC saved R11.5m
and up to 2 663 tons of coal through the
project since 2014,” Tekane said.
montshom@thenewage.co.za
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‘Killers’ apply for bail
Three men arrested for the murder of an elderly woman will appear in the Saselemani Magistrate’s Court
MONTSHO MATLALA

THREE men arrested for allegedly
shooting dead an elderly woman in
Xikundu village last month will again
apply for bail in the Saselemani Magistrate’s Court in Malamulele today.
Mekia Sithole, 32, of Masia Tshikonelo
village, Thohoyandou, Vuthi Saul
Chauke, 26, of Manghena village in
Giyani and Raymond Chauke, 32, also
of Manghena village were denied bail
last week .
Police arrested the men following the
murder of Mamaila Maria Maluleke, 62,
who was gunned down at her house in
Xikundu village on the night of July 30.
Police spokesperson Lt-Col Moatshe
Ngoepe said: “She opened the door
for her daughter who was returning
from work and during the process she
was shot from outside at 8pm. During
the attack, her 62-year-old husband,
was robbed of cash and her daughter
escaped unhurt.
“The police special task team has
since recovered two firearms and five
rounds of ammunition believed to have
been used in the attack. A car allegedly used by the suspects has also been
found.”
Meanwhile, police appealed to members of the public to help with information that could lead to a breakthrough in

IN THE DOCK: Three suspects will again apply for bail after allegedly shooting dead a 62-year-old woman.

finding answers to the killing of another
elderly woman whose bloodied body
was found in the street at Zaaiplaas
near Groblersdal also on the night of
July 30.
“Lina Ngwenya, 66, of Mathulastand

visited her mother-in-law in the same
village but did not return until she was
found by a passer-by lying in a pool of
blood in the street at 10pm. She had
multiple injuries and her lower lip was
cut off,” Ngoepe said.

Police appealed to anyone with information about the suspects to contact
Det-Sgt Kubayi on 071 6020 268 or Capt
Boshomane on 079 8945 501 or the nearest police station.
montshom@thenewage.co.za

‘Freedom is not complete until women are free’
MONTSHO MATLALA

SAVING COSTS: Metallurgists Tumi Molapo and John Makgatho during the
MMMA regional meeting in Polokwane recently.

IN COMMEMORATING Women’s Day
yesterday, the South African Local Government Association (Salga) praised the
role played by women in the running of
municipalities in the province.
“As Salga in Limpopo, we are proud
to announce that our present provincial
chairperson, Thembi Nkadimeng, who
is the executive mayor of Polokwane,
is a woman.
“Fifty-two percent of mayors and

speakers in our various municipalities
are women while women who serve in
our executive committee make up 50%.
“We live in a country that has some
of the most progressive policies that
are aimed at advancing women empowerment and gender equality,” Salga
provincial spokesperson Thipa Selala
said.
Salga said the 2017 Women’s Month
theme, The Year of OR Tambo: Women
United in Moving South Africa Forward, emphasised unity of purpose

among women and their vital roles as
agents of development.
“To all the awesome women, the
inspiring leaders, dedicated mothers,
adorable wives, loving daughters and
supportive sisters, we say happy Women’s Month, a month that is as amazing
as you are.”
The association also cautioned citizens to unite in ensuring the safety of
women.
“As we commemorate the historic
struggles and sacrifices of South Afri-

can women, Salga condemns acts of
homicide and violence against women
and children.
“Salga believes that our freedom is
not complete until all women are free
from all forms of crime against them.
“We urge citizens to reaffirm the
role that women play in advancing
society towards moving South Africa
forward.
“Women make up half the population
of this country.”
montshom@thenewage.co.za

